
Criteria  1 2 3 4 5 

Projection Monologue is easy to 

understand and hear. 

All words are clear 

and loud enough to 

hear with good vocal 

variety.  

 

Most of the monologue 

is easy to hear and 

understand but needs 

work on one of the 

following (vocal 

variety, projection or 

diction).  

 

Most of the 

monologue is easy 

to understand but 

needs more work on 

two or more of the 

following (vocal 

variety, projection 

or diction).  

 

Trouble hearing and 

understanding the 

monologue from 

anywhere beyond the 

front of the theatre 

and/or monologue 

lacks any vocal 

variety.  

 

Monologue cannot be 

heard or understood 

and is monotone.  

 

Believability Actor speaks as if the 

words are their own. 

There is a connection 

between the actor and 

the audience.  

 

Actor is comfortable 

with their lines. The 

actor’s performance is 

believable.  

 

Actor is comfortable 

with their lines. The 

actor’s performance 

is almost always 

believable.  

 

Actor is comfortable 

with their lines. The 

actor’s performance 

is usually believable.  

 

Actor does not know 

what they are talking 

about. 

No emotion is 

expressed.  

 

Characterization  Strong choices are 

made to create 

character fully.  

 

Good choices are made 

to create character.  

 

Character is not 

constant and/or 

choices were not 

strong.  

 

Limited 

characterization- 

breaking of character 

during the 

monologue.  

 

Character is not 

present 

Monologue 

Choice 

The monologue has a 

clear beginning 

middle, and end. The 

monologues were 

contrasting. The 

monologue has a clear 

character arc. The 

monologue is 

age/show appropriate.  

The monologue’s 

beginning, middle, and 

end are mostly there 

and clear. The 

monologues were 

contrasting. The 

monologue had a slight 

character arc. The 

monologue is not age 

appropriate, but not 

show appropriate.  

The monologue’s 

beginning, middle, 

and end are there, 

but not clear. The 

monologues were 

contrasting. The 

monologue had a 

slight character arc. 

The monologue is 

not age or show 

appropriate.  

The monologue’s 

beginning, middle, 

and end were slightly 

there, but not clear. 

The monologues 

were not contrasting. 

The monologue had 

no character arc. The 

monologue was not 

age or show 

appropriate. 

The monologue’s 

beginning, middle, and 

end were not there or 

clear. The monologues 

were not contrasting. 

The monologue had no 

character arc. The 

monologue was not 

age or show 

appropriate. 

Overall 

Impression 

Performance is 

enthusiastic, has 

appropriate movement, 

emotional levels, and 

hold the audience’s 

attention.  

Actor uses their body 

(gestures, business, 

blocking) to help 

reinforce what they are 

saying. Their body 

movement is also 

motivated by the text.  

 

Performance is 

enthusiastic, has 

appropriate movement, 

emotional levels and 

holds the audience’s 

attention for 75% of the 

time.  

Actor almost always 

uses their body 

(gestures, business, 

blocking) to help 

reinforce what they are 

saying. Their body 

movement is almost 

always textually 

motivated.  

Performance is 

average. There is 

some movement of 

levels. Holds the 

audience’s attention 

for 50% of the time.  

Actor usually uses 

their body (gestures, 

business, blocking) 

to help reinforce 

what they are 

saying. Their body 

movement is usually 

textually motivated.  

 

Performance is 

average. There is 

little movement of 

levels. Holds the 

audience’s attention 

for 25% of the time.  

Actor uses little or 

none of their body to 

help express what 

they are saying. Their 

body movement is 

distracting and does 

not make sense with 

the text.  

 

Performance is below 

par. Has no levels. Not 

an attention grabber.  

Performer puts in no 

effort.  

 



  

 


